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Prominent drivers were from the British Met Office (Sir John Houghton, John Mitchell, Goeff 
Jenkins).  The intention was to inform U.S. scientists that this was happening, and to get people 
on board  
 
It was my first visit to GFDL, and the first time I met Ron.  We were both early career scientists. 
 
We viewed this as more or less a nuisance activity since we had just completed the DOE State-
of-the-Art reports assessing where we stood on understanding climate change 
 
It was decided that the second lead author meeting (to discuss a preliminary outline, form 
author teams, and start the first draft process) was to be held as a side event at the upcoming 
DOE Climate Change Workshop at U Mass in May 1989 
 
The Met Office people then wanted a large lead author meeting in December to go over the first 
draft, and suggested we have it in the U.K. 
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U Mass DOE climate change workshop and IPCC organizational meeting, May 1989 



IPCC lead author meeting, Brisbane, Australia, 
December, 1989 

Ron was called upon to write about 1/3 or the transient climate change chapter,          
and to calm down Mike Schlesinger 
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At the final lead author meeting in the U.K. in spring 1990, Suki Manabe attended and 
showed results comparing a transient climate change simulation with an equilibrium 
mixed layer simulation with the GFDL model.  He wanted these results included in the 
IPCC Assessment chapter 6 on future projections. 
 
Michael Schlesinger (lead author of projections chapter) pointed out that the chapter 
had already undergone review, only final edits in response to those reviews were 
being considered, and it was out of the question to include brand new results that the 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜǊǎ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
 
Sir John Houghton disagreed, and insisted on including the new GFDL results 
 
Michael Schlesinger, in a replay of Brisbane, marched out of the room and resigned as 
lead author  
 
Now what?  Sir John looked around the room and noted that Francis Bretherton was 
in attendance.  He asked Francis to be lead author of the projections chapter. 
 
Francis proceeded to re-write the chapter, and sent it back to Ron and me for 
comment.  It was so badly re-ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ άǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘέ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇŀǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ wƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ {ƛǊ WƻƘƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛƎƴ ŀǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜ-Francis state 
 
Sir John prevailed, and the chapter was then returned to the pre-Francis state 





These are the results introduced 
into Ch. 6 at the 11th hour by 
Suki that caused Michael 
Schlesinger to resign as CLA 
 
(note these were unpublished 
results and are cited as a 
personal communicationτ
impossible in subsequent IPCC 
assessments!) 
 
What Sir John liked about these results was the 
demonstration of the time scale of the coupled 
climate system response. 
The ratio of the transient non-equilibrium 
response from the fully coupled model to the 
equilibrium response in the mixed layer model 
shows the North Atlantic and Southern Ocean 
warming more slowly than the rest of the system 
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