AR5 Planning Meeting GFDL, October 17th,18th, 2007

(Document represents telecom meeting notes and draft agenda)

Meeting Aims:

· To share requirements and information about available technologies in enough detail to draw up a workplan for the next twelve months (and then actually draw up such a work plan)!

Key Timelines (for final agreement at meeting)

· We need a testbed deploying a distributed AR4 database by the end of October 2008

· We need an operational distributed database by end of April 2009, capable of reliably accepting data inputs, and providing both catalogue services and ftp access.

· The development of enhanced services should be allowed after the deployment of the database, but realistically, to be of use to the community, any such services should be deployed by the end of 2009!

Key Issues to be resolved at the meeting:

· What sort of virtual organisation (VO) is imagined? Is the choice simply between single point of contact (PCMDI) and distributed access control, or multiple points of contact (each centre) still with distributed access control? (Noting that this VO will need to be layered over existing systems).

· What is the plan for distributing the data? How much data are the partners to the project signing up to take (even if CMIP4 haven’t finalised the volumes, we should be discussing how we intend to distribute the simulation sets between partners, and can we take advantage of our distributed nature to avoid local backup copies)?

· To be specific, and for example, while BADC might commit to the UK data provision, should we also be budgeting on half of the European data, and if so, what volumes are we talking about (assuming for this example that MPI have the other half).

· What is the sequence of events from data production to data storage at one of the sites (impacts on previous point)?

· What is the expectation for (exactly) how a user will download data from multiple sites?

· What is the expectation for (exactly) how a user will use services for data held at multiple sites?

· What technologies are available now? What will be available early next year? What are the individual project timelines?

Background Assumptions

· We need to provide at least the level of service provided by AR4 (which was what?)

· We need to do much better for WG2 and WG3, at the very least by ensuring that the AR5 archive is maintained as a distinct identity through a putative AR6 (I understand this has not been achieved for AR4, in that there is now some doubt about simulation provenance in the PCMDI archive).

DRAFT AGENDA – DAY ONE

(lots of time for discussion in coffee breaks etc)

9.00  Session One: The Existing AR4 Archive

· 9.00: PMDI Speaker (Williams): What was done for AR4: covering services, and both supplier and user use-cases. 

· 9:30: Lawrence (representing WG2&WG3): Mistakes we must not make! (Parameter selection, provenance, barriers to usage).

9.45 COFFEE BREAK

10:15 Session Two: Partner Constraints (descriptions of what constraints partners will be under to provide the AR5 services, perhaps presented as descriptions of how the current partner archive work).  Note that there are entries for all the prospective partners, so it would be helpful if someone can contact UT who I understand are not attending, I’ve done that for MPI. … (in reverse order of longitude :-)

· 10.15: (Lawrence) MPI 

· 10.20: (Lawrence) British Atmospheric Data Centre

· 10.40: (Balaji) GFDL

· 11:.00: (Middleton) NCAR

· 11.20: (Drach) PCMDI

· 11.40: (?) UT

· 11.45: DISCUSSION

12.30 LUNCH

14.00 Session Three: Candidate Technologies:

· 14.00 (Luca) ESG technologies and timelines

· 14.45 (Lawrence) OGC interfaces for AR5

· 15.00 (Hankin) Title tbd, but e.g. OPeNDAP interfaces for AR5 (??? Or is this covered by the ESG talk)

· 15.15 (Discussion) Access Control: Registration, Authentication, Authorisation, Gatekeeping Issues 

15:45 COFFEE

16:15 Session Four: Practical Work plans
· 16.15 General discussion, moderated by Dean …

· 17.15  Describe work packages, summarised by a rapportuer (selected on the day)

· 17.45 Timeline work packages

· 18.00 Retire to the bar to reflect on progress.

DRAFT AGENDA - DAY TWO 

(recognising that we want to exploit some overlap with  CURATOR, but also that we need to finalise the AR5 activities)

9.00 Session Five: Metadata, Catalogues and Provenance. (Need to be careful we don’t require a level of metadata in AR5 which is not obtainable from most participants, even if Curator and Metafor can support it).

(This session in plenary with Curator? But I’ve not seen their draft agenda).

· 09:00: (Williams): What was done in AR4

· 09:15: (Balaji): What can Curator provide

· 09:30: (Lawrence): UKMO Modified NumSim; what we’re doing for the UK Climate Impacts LINK programme.

· 09:45: (?Lois): Metafor timescales and possible contributions.

· 10:00: (?Middleton/Lawrence); Using OAI to distribute catalogues

· 10:15 Discussion

· 10:45 COFFEE

11.15: Session Six: AR5 Planning wrap up (not in plenary with Curator)

· 11:15 General discussion, focussing on reflection on yesterday’s plans, and what we’ve heard this morning – moderated by Williams

· 11:30 Opportunity to split into (even) smaller groups to push the technology edges a bit …

· 12:00 Feedback from small groups (or final wrap up of discussion)

· 12:15 Next meeting plans

12:30 LUNCH and end of AR5 planning meeting.

